DIDCOT ROTARY CLUB
SPRING 2022

OUR SPEAKERS
Rtn Phil Fletcher
District
1090
Officer

Environmental
Phil’s career was in plastics &
packaging, and it’s recognised that the
Re-design of flexible packaging will
take time
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White
Horse District Councils share the waste
and recycling function and very little
goes to landfill.
The District 1090 Environmental
website has details of District
initiatives, including the Thames Valley
clean-up weekend (7-8 May) with Clubs
invited to team up with other groups,
e.g.
fishers,
Sea
Scouts,
paddleboarders, etc.

Ian Saxton, Cooperative Legal Services
‘Tax, care and toy boys’
Ian spoke about the dangers of not
having a Will and the advantages of a
‘Tenants in Common’ Will over the
traditional ‘Mirror’ Will. He outlined
how assets can be denuded, including:
 HMRC inheritance tax,
 care costs – odds of being in care
after age 80 are 1 in 3 for women, 1
in 6 for men threshold is £23,250
 ‘Toy boys and Internet Brides’ remarriage can dilute your estate
Setting up Powers of Attorney (for both
Financial and Health issues) is highly
recommended
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Victoria Pattison
Life Education Wessex & Thames Valley
The programme covers obesity, drugs,
health, emotional wellbeing etc.
Teachers get free online PHSE.
resources, including lesson plans.
COVID impact – no longer using mobile
classroom, but still visit schools and do
workshops. Interactive Zooms were
used where schools didn’t want
visitors, and some have chosen to
continue with this. Online teacher
resources were developed, plus home
online learning for children who were
self-isolating.
Many Rotary Clubs have supported the
programme, which is a delivery arm of
Coram and originated in Australia.
They partner with 40 schools in
Oxfordshire, including around six in
the Didcot/Wantage area.

It costs £540 per day to deliver the
programme, with no public funding to
supplement shortfall. Feedback from
schools indicates that 100% of teachers
using
the
programme
would
recommend it.

Retired Company Sergeant Major Barry Padwick, Coldstream Guards
Barry joined up in 1960, initially for
three years, and rose eventually to the
rank of Company Sergeant Major.

,

After passing the 18 weeks of tough
initial training (around 50% dropout
rate), his varied Army career included
overseas postings to Kenya, Bahrain,
Kuwait and Zanzibar, three tours of
Northern Ireland, working as an
instructor at Purbright and Arborfield
(Army Apprentice College).
After leaving the Army, he joined the
security team at Newbury Racecourse.
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Barry relaxing before the meeting

Jessica Bearde
Waste & Recycling Officer, Vale of White Horse DC
Food waste
Food bins can have any liner, not
necessarily compostable. Food waste
goes to the anaerobic digester near
Wallingford, which creates methane for
fuel with the residue converted into
agricultural fertilizer.

It’s not economically viable to send
stuff to landfill, and the Hierarchy of
Waste
emphasizes
reuse,
minimalisation and prevention as the
preferred strategies; DEFRA now
requires detailed destination data.
Recycling
The Environment Bill 2020 has resulted
in supermarkets now accepting soft
plastics for recycling. Recycling rates in
our area are now around 64%, after a
drop during Covid, when garden waste
could not always be collected.
Items for recycling should be clean and
dry (not greasy pizza delivery boxes!)
and only those with approved recycling
symbols should be used, i.e. the
Mobius Loop (green only) and labels
specifying what can be recycled. The
‘Yin Yang’ symbol merely denotes that
the manufacturer has doated towards a
recycling scheme.

Non-recyclables
95% is diverted from landfill. Black bin
waste goes to the Energy Recovery
Facility, which produces enough power
for 60,000 homes in Oxfordshire. Solid
residue is converted into construction
materials, and emissions are scrubbed.
Small
electrical
items,
domestic
batteries and textiles can also be
recycled VoWH and SODC work
together on waste and recycling See District Councils’ websites for
detailed information.
Impact of Covid – delays in new
legislation, social distancing at sites,
more people at home, online shopping,
more eating at home, staff working in
bubbles. However, our area is one of
the few Local Authorities whose rates
didn’t drop significantly

Editor’s note – examples of approved
recycling symbols are shown below

17778 tonnes were recycled last year in
our area. Recycling goes initially to
Culham, then to the Materials Recycling
Facility in Edmonton. 100% of plastic
waste from our area stays in the UK for
processing; paper and cardboard go
overseas, with destinations changing
monthly.
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“I WAS THERE” - WINDSOR WAR AND PEACE
Club member Stan Eldon’s memories of
his early years in Windsor included his
mother
leaving
him
outside
Woolworths by mistake. He was only
three years old when war broke out,
and strangers were often billeted with
them.

Stan was a chorister and Sunday School
teacher, and was also a Scout. He
started running while at school, and
did some boxing. He later ran several
marathons in Windsor, and his MBE
Investiture also took place there

Stan’s father was in the Home Guard
and worked in a laundry, where Stan
had a part-time job from age 8; at age
11, he progressed to a grocery delivery
round on his bike.
His abiding memory of school is the
smell of cabbage and having to stand
in for teachers during teacher
shortages. Luckily, the cabbage aroma
didn’t put him off from his studies and
he passed the 11+ exam.

BASIL’S LEGACY
Basil Pryor was a founder member of
our Club and continued to support us
for many years. He was also a
supporter of Didcot Community
Hospital and, by agreement with his
family, the retiring collection at his
funeral, topped up to £1,000, has been
donated to Didcot Hospital League of
Friends.

A photo opportunity is planned once
the work has been completed.

The money will be used for a rainbow
mosaic over the entrance to the
sensory garden, to join mosaics
(funded by the League of Friends) that
have already been created by patients,
collaborating with a local artist, as part
of the Oxford Health Creating with Care
project.
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One of the cooling tower mosaics
already in the garden

ROTARY SCHOLAR UPDATE
Shelagh and Jenny attended the
Scholars’ Evening in Abingdon on 2nd
April. Richard Smith was unfortunately
unable to attend at the last minute, due
to Covid.
Six Scholars spoke at the event; Ellie
Rhodes (USA), Chian Yang (Taiwan),
Nick Tenci (New Zealand), Jackie Tino
(Africa), Ariel Dempsey (USA) and
Mackenzie Griffiths (USA). Their study
topics include use of gene therapy in
ophthalmology,
development
of
plastics from anaerobic digestion,
using digital finance services to
empower female entrepreneurs in
Kenya and Uganda and refugee trauma
research. All the Scholars are studying
in Oxford, apart from Jackie Tino who
attends the University of Reading.
Scholars were asked to talk about
specific individual interests, rather
than the details of their courses.
 Chian Yan from Taiwan is a keen
marathon runner, having joined a
running club after the Boston
Marathon bombing, which she

 witnessed while studying in the US
–
she’s
run
several
major
marathons, including Berlin and
Tokyo.
 Nick Tenci, a chemical engineer
from New Zealand, had made
lamingtons,
a
New
Zealand
delicacy, for all the attendees
 Ariek Dempsey, a recently qualified
doctor who plans to specialise in
end-of-life care and has established
a refugee trauma project in Oxford,
performed a dance to illustrate the
links between science and religion,
using illuminated hoops.
 Jackie,
chosen
for
direct
sponsorship by District 1090, from
a field of 120 applicants, is from
Uganda and an active member of
Rotaract.
Richard Kirby and Abingdon Rotarians
organised the evening, with all
surpluses from the event going to
Rotary's
emergency
projects
in
Ukraine.

Ariel Dempsey
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Jackie Tino

Chian Yang

Nick Tenci

Ellie Rhodes

Mackenzie Griffiths
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SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPLE
BALL IN THE BACK OF THE NET! DIDCOT STUDENTS TRIUMPH AT YOUTH
SPEAKS COMPETITION
The team from Didcot Sixth Form won
the Senior competition in the regional
Rotary Youth Speaks competition on 24
March.
The Didcot Girls School team did well
in the Intermediate section.
Congratulations to Julie Minell and her
colleagues at Didcot Girls School – and
to Jane Milne, Youth Committee Chair,
for all her work on Youth Speaks.

Report from jane Milne, who attended
the finals
Didcot Sixth Form won the senior
competition at the regional final last
night at the Oakwood Centre in
Woodley, Reading.
The intermediates performed very well
but did not win their competition. The
standard was very high.

Rotary Club of Reading Abbey hosted
the competition.
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STUDENTS OF THE TERM
Congratulations to our Students of the
Term, who were our guests at lunch on
10 March, along with their families.
Lily (Didcot Girls School) and Sophie
(Aureus) were nominated by their
schools as enthusiastic students who

embody their schools’ ethos and
values. They have all made a valuable
contribution
to
their
school
communities, across a wide range of
activities, and we wish them all success
for the future.

Lily and Sophie receive their awards
Photographs with parental permission
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‘THE FATHER OF IMPRESSIONISM’ - PISSARRO EXHIBITION AT THE
ASHOLEAN MUSEUM
A group of members and guests visited the
exhibition, after a meal at Cote Brasserie.
Sadly, the numbers were depleted, mainly
due to Covid, but an enjoyable trip was had
by all.
Jacob Abraham Camille Pissarro was born
in St Thomas, a Danish colony in the
Caribbean (now part of the US Virgin
Islands) and retained his Danish passport
throughout his life. He was from a family of
Sephardic and European Jews but grew up
in an atmosphere of racial tolerance on St
Thomas, attending a black primary school.

After studying in Paris, where he was
strongly influenced by the artist Camille
Corot, Pissarro became interested in
radical politics. The political situation in
France was very volatile and he spent some
time in England, where he met his wife,
Julie Vellay – the English didn’t take to his
style, and his work wasn’t popular.
After returning to France, he formed an
influential circle of artists, who later
became known as the Impressionists. His
influence can be seen strongly in drawings
and paintings by Degas and Monet, and the
exhibition featured some of their works.

Self portrait of Camille Pissarro
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WALK FOR WATER
Intrepid walkers Kevin and Kim
Howells, Roger and Liz Elliott, Richard
Swainston and John Stone walked their
socks off on 28th May to raise money
for the 30th Anniversary of Aquabox.

The walkers were joined at the Rose
and Crown, Chilton, by a group of
supporters, for a delicious buffet
lunch,
provided
by
Shay,
the
multitasking landlord.
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