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WELL DONE, BEN!
Well done to Ben Goodall from Harwell
for achieving Gold in the 17-21
category at the British Tumbling
Championships – we supported Ben a
couple of years ago with help towards
the cost of competition kit.

Championships event, to be held in
December in Tokyo.
Ben is a full-time student at the AECC
University in Bournemouth, studying
Chiropractic.

Ben has just been selected to represent
Great Britain at the 2019 World Age

(photo from Didcot Herald
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HOPE AND HOMES FOR CHILDREN
Jenny Cane, a volunteer with Hope and
Homes for Children, visited us on 10
October and updated us on the
charity’s work since her visit in 2015.
Worldwide, an estimated 8 million
children are in orphanages, i.e.
institutions with more than twelve
children. 80% do have parents but they
lack support to keep their children.
High staff turnover means that only
basic needs are met, with no
personalised care and comfort. There is
no caring infrastructure, as in the UK,
and no fostering schemes or Social
Workers. Orphanage children don’t
acquire life skills and struggle when
thrown out at 18; one in three becomes
homeless and one in ten commits
suicide.

The Romanian government has now
reduced the number of children in
orphanages to 6,500 (previously
100,000), and is committed to closing
more institutions and to having no
under-7s in orphanages. Many of the
children remaining in orphanages have
complex needs and are more difficult
to resettle.
The Rwandan government has also
reduced orphanage population by 75%
and is committed to closing them
down.

Hope and Homes for Children aims to
change childcare systems to help
families
stay
together,
through
developing foster schemes, training
Social Workers and creating Childcare
Centres. They work with NGOs
internationally and are active in 11
countries, with a presence in several
others. The ultimate aim is to close
down orphanages completely, with
workshops
for
governments
to
emphasise the cheaper costs of a
structured non-institutional childcare
system, and resources to help with
training, care plan development, etc.

www.hopeandhomes.org
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WELCOME TO JOY ARNOTT

Joy Arnott, our new Assistant District
Governor, joined us for Jenny Cane’s
talk.

OUR BRAINS HURT………
Members and guests took their places for the annual Charity Quiz Night at Cholsey
Day Centre. The theme of this year’s quiz was 1969 and - even when fortified by a
delicious hot supper - we certainly scratched our heads over some of the questions.
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MAGIC AT THE MILL
A party of Club members and guests had an enjoyable evening at The Mill at Sonning,
on 14 October, watching three excellent magicians weave their spells over the
audience.
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OK OUR KIDS
Tony Churchill, co-founder of OK Our
Kids, joined us on 24 October to talk
about the work of the charity. We also
welcomed Brian Sanders, who was a
member of the former Sinodun Rotary
Club.
OK Our Kids helps young children to
deal confidently with the challenges
and dangers of staying safe at home,
in school and in the community. Tony
was in Thames Valley Police before
illness forced him to leave. He and his
wife, Lynn, set up the charity, as a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation
(CIO), and are the sole staff, working
without wages.

early days and the ‘Watch Out’ booklet
has now been accepted by District
1090. It is also endorsed by leading
child welfare organisations, including
NSPCC and Barnardo’s.
Tony has visited around 20 Rotary
Clubs and asks Clubs to help by
publicising
the
booklet
and
encouraging schools to take it up.

NSPCC figures show that, on average
one in twenty Primary School children
has been sexually abused. When Tony
was in the Police, he had to go into
schools and this experience enabled
him to develop the ‘Watch Out’ booklet,
which costs £1. The aim is for every
Primary School pupil to have the
booklet and for their parent(s) to work
through the booklet with them.
The charity was heavily supported by
Rotary Club of Burnham Beeches in its
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RECOGNITION FOR ANNA!
We’re delighted that Anna Gatrell was
recently awarded the Didcot Town
Council ‘Unsung Hero’ Award for her
annual Christmas Day meal and party for
people who would otherwise have to
spend Christmas Day alone.

We've supported this event for many
years - it's a wonderful service to the
community and Anna's award is richly
deserved.

Anna receives her award from the Mayor, Cllr Anthony Dearlove

Page 6 of 9

ROTARY SCHOLARS EVENING
On 31 October, Shelagh, Liz, Jenny,
Richard Smith, Ilias and Maggie
represented the Club at the Scholars’
Evening at Oxford Spires Hotel, and
met our two Scholars, Aurora Fonseca
and Priscilla Otero. Shelagh is Primary
Host for our Scholars, with Jenny and
Ilias as Secondary Hosts.
Rotary
Foundation
awarded
31
scholarships for graduates studying in
our District in 2019/20, with 23 Clubs
acting as Hosts. Ten countries are
represented, covering five continents.
Most Scholars are from the USA but
other
countries represented
are
Canada, Australia, Hong Kong, Taiwan,
japan, France, Germany, Serbia and
Mexico. Most Scholars are studying in
Oxford, with one studying in Reading.
Aurora is sponsored by the Athens
Rotary Club, Georgia (District 6910),
and is studying for an MSc in Nature,
Society and Environmental Governance

at Green Templeton College. She holds
a B.A. from Yale University in Ethnicity,
Race, and Migration. Her main career
goal is to help improve access to green
spaces in local communities, and to
encourage
involvement
in
the
protection of public lands.
Priscilla is sponsored by Palm Beach
Rotary Club (District 9630), and is in
year 2 of an MPhil in Latin American
Studies at St Antony’s College. She is a
magna cum laude graduate of
Gustavus
Adolphus
College
(Minnesota) in Political Science and
Philosophy. She hopes to work in public
service, on peace and conflict
resolution. She is very active in
university life, include the Fencing Club
and Oxford Union. As a student
consultant for the university, she
consulted the police Task Force in
Oxford on implementing a strategy
against theft in the city. Priscilla is
hoping to attend our Christmas Lunch.

Aurora with Maggie and Jenny
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Priscilla with Maggie

GRANTS AND DONATIONS AGREED
❖ Anna Gatrell’s Christmas Day Lunch
for those otherwise on their own.
❖ Courtney Hughes - ‘Secret Santa’.

❖ Assistance to local school to enable
disadvantaged pupils to attend
residential course.
❖ Assistance to Didcot Rotary Interact
Club leaders at Didcot Girls School to
undertake District 1090 Institute of
Leadership Management (ILM) course

❖ Salvation Army Christmas Appeal.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES – REMINDER
THE DECEMBER/CHRISTMAS EDITION WILL INCLUDE MEMBERS’ SEASONAL
MESSAGES AND DETAILS OF CHARITIES TO BE SUPPORTED, IN LIEU OF
SENDING CARDS TO OTHER CLUB MEMBERS
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOVEMBER 2019
Thurs 7th

FELLOWSHIP

Thurs 14th

SPEAKER: RTN DAVID SUTHERLAND - AQUABOX

Thurs 21st

BUSINESS

Thurs 28th

‘STUDENTS OF THE TERM’ AWARDS PRESENTATION

DECEMBER 2019
Thurs 5th

FELLOWSHIP

Thurs 12th

CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Thurs 19th

BUSINESS

Thurs 26th

NO MEETING (BOXING DAY)

JANUARY 2020
Thurs 2nd

FELLOWSHIP

Thurs 9th

SPEAKER: YOUTH PROGRAMMES - RTN
CHARLES CAIRNS

Thurs 16th

SPEAKER: PRESIDENT PAM SIGGERS -`THIS IS ME`

Thurs 23rd

BUSINESS

Thurs 30th

5TH THURSDAY EVENT TBC – POSSIBLE SOCIAL
EVENT WITH OUR SCHOLARS

WRITING, EDITING AND PRODUCTION: SHELAGH GARVEY
CLUB PHOTOGRAPHER: SUE SILCOCK
PROGRAMME SECRETARY: BRIAN KEY
www.didcotrotary-ribi.org.uk
Rotary Club of Didcot
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