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WHAT’S NEW?
WE HAVE A NEW PRESIDENT

Rotarian Richard Smith
Club President 2021/22
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WE HAVE TWO NEW MEMBERS
Rtn Roger Atkins has joined us from
Basingstoke, having moved from
Basingstoke to Harwell in 2020.
Roger was born in Winchester;
following a successful management
career in the Midland Bank (later HSBC),
where he met his wife, Gloria, he was a
Round Table member for 12 years. He
joined Basingstoke Rotary Club in
1996, and held several positions,
including Club Secretary, Club Chair
and Speaker Secretary.
Roger and Gloria have two children and
five grandchildren. Roger is keen on
sport especially rugby and golf.

Rtn Graham Rayner was a member of
Sinodun Rotary Club until its closure,
and has now joined us from Oxford
Spires Rotary Club, which has also
closed down.
After a career in construction, he took
early retirement and cultivated new
interests. He and his wife, Rachel,
started travelling across USA and
Canada with a hired car and camping
equipment. They visited various
relations and also called in on several
Rotary Clubs. they also got involved in
church activities, including Street
Mission in Atlanta, and visited schools
and prisons.
Graham was involved with several
organisations, including Round Table,
41 Club and organising Wallingford
Carnival, before joining Rotary. He is
also a dedicated bridge player and his
Bridge Club takes up a lot of his time.
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WE HAVE TWO NEW PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS…….

Rtn Ilias Mavroleon

Rtn Shelagh Garvey

……….BUT SAID GOODBYE TO ANOTHER
Club member Bernie Melanophy and wife Pamela have left Didcot for the elegant
environs of Ledbury in Herefordshire.
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WE THANKED OUR CLUB SECRETARY FOR ALL HER HARD WORK

David West presents a bouquet to Liz Tappin
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WE HAVE A NEW ROTARY SCHOLAR

The first of the District 1090 Meet the
Scholars virtual events took place on
Monday 8th November, by Zoom.
Shelagh, Jenny, Ilias and Stan attended.

Lucas's sponsoring Club, RC Sanary
Bandol Ollioules.

Five Scholars gave presentations,
including our Scholar Lucas Troadec.
Michelle Pichaud and Francoise Hulaud
from District 1730 Alpes Maritime also
attended, along with Didier Benoit from
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UPDATE ON RAHEL WARNATSCH
Shelagh met Rahel Warnatsch, our
2020/21 Scholar, in Oxford on 9th
August, shortly before she left Oxford
to re-join her fiancé in Zurich and
complete her MSc dissertation.
Rahel has now gained her MSc – with
Distinction - and has logged her report
on her Scholarship Year. She was
complimentary about the support she
has received from Rotary during a
challenging year, in which she often
had to study remotely.
Rahel is currently self-employed as a
researcher: and is continuing work on

her research project on implicit and
explicit attitudes towards inclusive
education, to be published in
collaboration with Professor. Karen
Parish from the Inland Norway
University. She has also joined an
Oxford research team to publish a
meta-analysis
on
preschool-based
interventions.
Rahel is keen to stay in contact with our
Club and with her sponsors – see below
for photo of Rahel with Marcus Cremer
from RC Koln am Rhein.

Rahel with Shelagh

Rahel with Marcus Cremer
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WE’VE HEARD SOME INTERESTING SPEAKERS
complex needs. ECS teams concentrate
on those who have fallen through the
gaps and have no experience of
building trusting relationships. Two of
their
caseworkers
are
currently
embedded with an Oxford GP surgery

Tom Hayes, Elmore CEO

Elmore Community Services supports
people with complex needs across
Oxfordshire, especially those with
Mental Health issues and other

accompanying physical issues e.g.
heart problems, now being better
managed. Many children with DS now
start at mainstream schools and don’t
specialised support until secondary
phase - they can learn and develop
throughout their lives.
DS Oxford provide a support network
for families, including a buddy system
with parents. They provide weekly
speech and language therapy and
socialisation, liaising with the County
Council’s SENSS Team.

Jo Smith, Chair Down’s
Syndrome Oxford

Down’s Syndrome Oxford is President
Richard’s chosen charity for 2021-22.
Organised and funded by parents and
supporters, it has over 400 members
and supports from birth.
It’s a common fallacy that older women
are more likely to have children with
Down’s Syndrome, which occurs across
all ages and ethnicities. Life expectancy
can now be up to 80 years, with

Other support: Stay and Play; support
with payment claims; training teachers
and Teaching Assistants; collaboration
with Oxford United FC; Maths for Life
programme; filling in gaps in speech
and language therapy, Occupational
Therapy provision, etc.
A Bill sponsored by Liam Fox MP is
currently going through Parliament to
make people with Down’s Syndrome a
protected minority
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STAN ELDON – SPOTLIGHT ON SPORT FOR THE DISABLED
The man responsible for the start of
using sport as therapy for disabled
people was Sir Ludwig GUTTMAN at
Stoke Mandeville Hospital after the
War.
The International Sports for the
Disabled were held there from 1952 to
1958 and this led to the setting up of
the Paralympics and they were held in
Rome in 1960 and the latest in Tokyo
from 24th August last year
The Paralympic Torch always starts its
journey from S.M. wherever the games
are held in the world.
My association with the hospital and
the disabled started in 1983 when I was
approached by Philip LEWIS MBE the
chairman of the British Sports
Association for the Disabled BSAD) as I
had just launched the first Reading Half
Marathon as he wanted me to include
wheelchair athletes which the London
Marathon had refused to do in the first
two years of its existence.
Philp had been a patient of Sir Ludwig
in about 1960 when he had been
involved in a serious car accident and
became a paraplegic. He was then a
young man and early diagnosis only
gave him a short time to live but he got
involved with the sport programmes at
the hospital as part of his therapy and
60 years later he is still alive, not in
good health but we speak from time to
time.

for several years where I had many
battles with Brasher over the event.
Most of the committee meetings were
at Islington Town Hall.
When I did my first run, from France to
Caversham the money raised on
sponsorship on this side of the channel
went to the sports stadium at Stoke
Mandeville,
the
home
of
the
Paralympics. I had many visits to the
stadium for various sporting events
and my last visit there was in 2016
when they unveiled the statue to Sir
Ludwig.
During my time as chair of the
association Marion and I attended
many events where our Patron Princes
Diana was present.
During all the time from 1983 until
around 2000 Marion and I were
involved with producing the newsletter
and organising sport s events for the
disabled. There was and still is a
complicated formula for disabled sport
to make for fair competition, I was
lucky that Marion had a better
understanding of it than me.

I did take the wheelchair athletes into
the race on 13th March 1983 and it was
such a success that I was quoted in the
national papers saying that they should
be included in the London Marathon, it
helped to win over Chris Brasher (the
organiser) and two months later they
were included.

I am still in touch with many from those
days including Peter HULL MBE, a
Paralympic
gold
medallist
for
swimming who is now in this 50’s and
I have known him since he was at
school, he is a real character, born
without real arms or legs. I was on the
panel when he applied for his first job
in Slough which he did not get but
another of my colleagues from
Hampshire was so impressed and he
got a job that he did until very recently
when he moved to a charity supporting
the disabled. On one of the several
times he competed in the London
Wheelchair Marathon I ran a good bit of
the way with him.

I then became chair of the BSAD (South)
and later national chairman of the
charity and later I took over the running
of the London Wheelchair Race

In 2008 at Windsor Castle I had a
conversation with H.M. about the
benefits of sport for the disabled. As
always, she was very knowledgeable.
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WE LOST A DEAR FRIEND
In October, we said a sad farewell to
Peggy Mead, widow of the late Bernard
Mead, who was a member of the Club
for many years.

Several members attended the post
funeral event and enjoyed reminiscing
about the past. We have donated to
Thames Valley Air Ambulance in
Peggy’s memory.
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WE PAID OUR RESPECTS ON REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Wreaths at Didcot War memorial

BASIL’S LEGACY
Basil Pryor was a founder member of
our Club and continued to support us
for many years. He was also a
supporter of Didcot Community
Hospital and, by agreement with his
family, the retiring collection at his
funeral, topped up to £1,000, has been
donated to Didcot Hospital League of
Friends.
The money will be used for a mosaic
over the entrance to the sensory
garden, to join mosaics (funded by the
League of Friends) that have already
been created by patients, working with
a local artist as part of the Oxford
Health Creating with Care project.
A photo opportunity is planned for
once the work is under way.
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SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPLE
ROTARY YOUTH SPEAKS COMPETITION FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS
The 2021/22 Rotary Youth Speaks competition was held at DGS on Monday 22nd
November.
Six teams took part, three at intermediate and three at senior level.
Very interesting debates ranging from the relevance of private schools, religion and
cake!
A very big thank you to Paula and Tony supporting me as the Judges and Shelagh
and Jenny in keeping time and adding up the scores.
Jane
JVP/CHAIR YOUTH COMMITTEE
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STUDENTS OF THE TERM
Congratulations to our four Students of
the Term, who were our guests at lunch
on 2nd December, along with their
families.
Alistair (UTC), Eve (Didcot Girls School),
Alaelden (St Birinus) and Stanley
(Aureus) were nominated by their

schools as enthusiastic students who
embody their schools’ ethos and
values. They have all made a valuable
contribution
to
their
school
communities, across a wide range of
activities, and we wish them all success
for the future.

Photographs with parental permission
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